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Docket No. 153-2 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



IN THE APPLICATION OF: 



APPLICANTS 



JAMES CHYVAN MOORE and ANN MARIE D'AMICO 



SERIAL NO. 



: Unassigned 



ART UNIT: Unassigned 



FILED 



Herewith 



EXAMINER: Unassigned 



FOR 



METHOD OF DEALING BLACKJACK GAME WITH DISCARD OPTION 



COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 

P.O. BOX 1450 

ALEXANDRIA, VA 22313-1450 



Sir: 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
35 U.S.C. 6; 37 C.F.R. 1.97; 1.98 



Submitted herewith are citations of prior art domestic patents and 
published patent applications, and copies of foreign patents and/or publications 
identified and discussed in the specification of the above identified application 
under the heading: "DESCRIPTION OF THE PRIOR ART." These are identified on the 
attached PTO-1449 form. 

The discussion of these prior art patents and/or publications in the 
attached specification is believed to satisfy the duty to disclose requirements 
as set forth in the above identified statute and rules. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Stephen Christopher Swift 
Registration No. 37,740 
(703) 418-0000 



Sheet 1 of 2 



FORM PTO-1449 U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
rA I tlx] I AIMU I nAUtlVIAKK UrrlCc 


ATTY. DOCKET NO. 
153-2 


SERIAL NO. 


INFORMATION DISCLOSURE CITATION 
IN AN APPLICATION 


APPLICANTS 
James Chyvan Moore 


and Ann Marie D'Amico 


(Use several sheets if necessary) 


FILING DATE 


GROUP 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



Examiner 
Initials 




DOCUMENT NUMBER 


DATE 


NAME 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


FILING DATE 
if appropriate 






5,660,392 


8/1997 


Hansen 












5, 743, 532 


4/1998 


Laf f erty 












5,823,536 


10/1998 


Flasch 












5,979,897 


11/1999 


Grossman 












5, 984, 308 


11/1999 


Herrmann 












6,293,551 


9/2001 


Webb 












6,375,190 


4/2002 


Kocher 












6,394,456 


5/2002 


Long 








FORE 


GN PATENT DOCUMENTS 






DOCUMENT NUMBER 


DATE 


COUNTRY 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


Translation 
YES NO 






0 338 644 


10/1989 


European Patent App. 

































































OTHER DOCUMENTS (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, etc.) 



EXAMINER 



DATE CONSIDERED 



EXAMINER: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; Draw 
line through citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include a copy of this form with next 
communication to applicant. 
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Docket No. 153-2 



IN. THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

IN THE APPLICATION OF: 

APPLICANTS : JAMES CHYVAN MOORE and ANN MARIE D'AMICO 
SERIAL NO. : Unassigned ART UNIT: Unassigned 

FILED : Herewith EXAMINER : Unassigned 

FOR : METHOD OF DEALING BLACKJACK GAME WITH DISCARD OPTION 

THE HONORABLE DIRECTOR OF THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir : 

DISCLOSURE DOCUMENT REFERENCE 
M.P.E.P. 1706 

Disclosure Document No. 5357 64, for the invention that is described and 
claimed in this application, entitled "SECOND CHANCE BLACKJACK", was received 
in the United States Patent and Trademark Office on August 4, 2003. A copy of 
said Disclosure Document is attached hereto. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Stephen Christopher Swift 
Registration No. 37,740 
(703) 418-0000 
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Box 00 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washing. District of CottfnWa 20231 
Request tor Participation in Olsdosure Oocurdfu Program: 

oacio^d JM£i CV££M. MQOXZ 



Entitled: SECON0 C 



YburName(s) , f . . . , 



TitteoiOiadttOfB 



Sir. 



Attached are two copies of a tfsctosur e ot my i toe-entitled invention (consist of — 3* — sheets of 

written description and / _. separate f awings or photos), a S /0*** a . check, a stamped, 

addressed return envelope, and duplicates. 



The undersigned respectfully requests that thrf disclosure be accepted and retained for two years (or longer if it 

q plication) under the Disclosure Document Program and that the 
) stamp* d. numbered and returned in the envelope also enclosed. 



is later referred to in a paper Bled in a patent i 
enclosed duplicate of this tetter be date 



t become the effective 



I unlets 



The undersigned understands that (1) this 
(or one, (2) its receipt date will not 
retained tor two years and then destroyed 
retention pe/iod ts not a "grace 
(5) in addition to this document, proof of 
application on the invention, may Oe vital in 
and testing is done, signed, and dated, record! 
witnessed and dated by disinterested indMdw Is 
is made in the U.S., or any publication is mad 
a patent application is fifed on it within one 
filing date Of this Disclosure Document. 



;yeir 



Very respectfully, 



Signage oi Invemor " 



c/q (Print name) 



r.xnteontL tin ca. 



Enclosures: 
As stated above 



disclosure document is neither a patent application nor a substitute 
tiling date of a later-filed patent application. (3) it win be 
it te referred to in a patent application, (4) this two-year 
period" dwfngfwftlch a patent application can be filed without loss of benefits, 
dtlig nee in building and testing the indention, and/or filing a patera 
a of an interference, and in other situations. (6) if such building 
of such should additionally be made arid these should be 
(not the PTO). and (7) if any public use or sate ol the invention 
anywhere, no valid patent can be granted on the invention unless 
of any such public use. sale or publication, regardless of the 



Signature of Joint 



Prim Name 



Aodren 

2£W 



flffifll ftM HP. DOCUMENT NO. 



535764 

RETAINED FOR 2 YEARS 
THIS IS NOT A PATENT APPLICATION 

mmm 
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SECOND CHANCE BLACI JACK 



Second Chance Blackjack is 
most casinos. It gives the 
This fee would be a 
range. 



standard jercentage of each player' 



The exact percent would be 
to give players a reasonable 



c itablished by the house. The fee should be modest enough 
c lance to win with a small amount of extra luck. 



Payment of this fee is entirely 
starting cards, if desired, 
act on their hand. When dealer 
discards, the next card 
hand would be their official 
Player would then complete 



By keeping the house advanti g< 
with a game where the excitement 



When used properly, the O] 
hand. Some discards are 
player's overall chances to 



variation of regular blackjack games currently in play at 
er an option to pay a preset fee at the start of each deal 

*s bet, probably io the 15% to 25% 



optional and entitles players to discard one of their two 
Eacjh player would make their decision when it is their turn to 
has a Blackjack, all fees are reftinded When a player 
off thej deck would be their replacement card. The new two-card 
spurting hand, Blackjacks and all other hands included, 
play of the hand as they normally would. 



tie j 



;e reasonable, every round of play could present players 
and anticipation goes on and on! 



ptjH >nal discard greatly enhances the player's chance to win the 
moi t effective than others, but all proper plays will increase the 
w n more often. 



PROPER USE OF THE DIS< :ARD OPTION 

1. Never discard from ar y two-card starting band of Blackjack, 20, 19, 1 1, 10, 9, 8 
or soft 12 (Ace -Ace] 

2. Always discard from ^wo-card totals of soft 18, 17, 16, 15, 14 and 13. (Keep the 
lone ace). 

3. Always discard from^wo-card totals of hard 17, 16, 15, 14, 13, 12, 7, 6, 5, and 4. 

Exception for 8-8: 
Split vs. dealers 7, 6, t, and 4. 
Discard vs. all other u p cards. 

4. Hard 18: Always star d vs» dealers 7. 
With (10-8) discard tie 8. 
With (9-9) Split v s. 8 -2-3-4-5 and 6. 

Discard v: . 9-10 and Ace 



After discarding, the players ; vould complete playing the hand as they normally would. 
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The discard option not only 
attention and excitement as 
by the player through more action 



increases the chances to win the hand, it elevates the players' 
* band unfolds. The gome promotes greater participation 
" along with less stressful decisions to make. 



etch 



Every time a player receives to 
first chance is a miss, the disc ird 
chance in three to hit. Nostnssful 



Hard 17 through hard 12 are the 
transform these hands into a sjni 
card to start with, except the 
player's chance to win, including 



A discard can turn the negativ ► 
This produces a slightly better 



With the optional discard i 
lackluster hard 18. 



ace, they have two chances to make a Blackjack, If the 
■* option gives them a second chance with almost one 
" decision here. A 19 or 20 is also quite possible. 



six biggest losers in Blackjack. The optional discard can 
gle ten two times out of three. There is no better single 
A discard on these hands will always improve a 
an outside chance for Blackjacks! 



starts of 1, 6, 5, and 4 into a more manageable 2 ot 3. 
chance to win. 



avai able players will never again have to stand on the 



Instead of just waiting for the dealers to beat them and hoping they won't, the player can 
improvise. Over 90 % of the t me the player can discard an 8 and keep the lone 1 0. This 
turns a net loser into a strong n st winner. 



The other 8 or 9% of the time 
positive plays! Against 9, 10 
play is a loser but loses eonsid4rably 



tjhey can play 9-9 vs. 7and split vs, 8, 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6. All 
ace, they can discard and play the lone 9. Overall, this 
less then standing or splitting. 



i or 



A pair of eights is somewhat sitnilar 
6, 5, and 4 which are net winners, 
reduce the loss on the net loser t, 
dreaded plays in Blackjack: Sf lifting 



More ongoing action to keep players 
into happy conclusions more oi ten. 
plus greatly reduced stress for the 
duU. That's Second 



Chance B ackjack 



to a pair of nines. Play the net winners! Split vs. 7, 
Discard and play the lone 8 vs. all other up cards to 
Basically, that discard lessens the stress of the most 
eights vs. 9-10 and ace. 



more attentive. More exhilaration turning bad starts 
Twice as many Blackjacks and fewer busted hands, 
players. All provided by a game that never becomes* 



